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AGENDA

1. Overview of federal transportation policy

2. How federal transportation policy worsens climate change, health, & 

equity

3. Looking ahead

a. House & Senate bills

b. Next steps



About Transportation for America
We are a non-profit alliance of elected, business and 
civic leaders from communities across the country. 

We support moving people, safely and affordably, to 
jobs and services by multiple means of travel with 
minimal impact to communities and the 
environment. 

We do this through advocacy, technical assistance, 
research and analysis.



APPROPRIATIONS VS. AUTHORIZATION

Appropriations

● Annual decisions made by Congress about how the federal government 
spends some of its money. In general, the process addresses the 
discretionary portion of the budget. 

Transportation (Re)Authorization

● Approval or renewal of federal policy and funding amounts for surface 
transportation (highways, transit, rail) about every 5 years. 

● Current authorization (FAST Act) expires in September 2020



Current Law Overview

• $305 billion 

• $281b HTF 
contract 
authority

• $24b general 
appropriations

• 80-20 split between 
highway and transit



FAST Act cont.

• Over $40 billion is guaranteed to states for highways, which may 
be spent on expansion while neglecting repair. Only $2.6 billion is 
available for new public transit, and this funding is not 
guaranteed.

• The federal government will cover 80 percent of the cost of a 
highway project, but only up to 50 percent of a transit project.

• This places a huge burden on local communities that choose to 
build or expand transit and incentivizes highway construction.

• Biking and pedestrian safety are given $850 million per year—a 
drop in the bucket.



Transportation & Climate Change

• Transportation is now the single 
largest source of greenhouse 
gases (GHG), contributing 29 
percent of total GHG emissions

• 83 percent of these emissions 
comes from cars and trucks.

• While many other sectors have 
actually improved, 
transportation is headed in the 
wrong direction. 



Transportation Emissions: 
The Three Legged Stool

• Transportation emissions are the result of a combination of three 
things: fuel efficiency, the carbon content of fuel, and the distance 
people travel (vehicle miles traveled, or VMT).

• Think of this as a three-legged stool

• When it comes to transportation emissions, we must address all 
three legs: fuel, efficiency, and VMT.

• Gains in two of these areas could be negated by losses in the third.

• That’s where we find ourselves today as transportation emissions 
continue to increase.
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Health benefits of activity-friendly routes



Systemic disparities

Source: Gibbs et al. (2012)
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Source: SGA (2019)



Dangerous by Design

Source: 
https://smartgrowthamerica.org/dan
gerous-by-design/

https://smartgrowthamerica.org/dangerous-by-design/
https://smartgrowthamerica.org/dangerous-by-design/


Benefits: Health

18

Risk of obesity:

Frank, L., et. al. (2004). Obesity Relationships with Community Design, Physical Activity, and Time Spent in Cars. American 
Journal of Preventative Medicine 27(2). 

Increases 
6% for each 
hours spent 

in a car.

Decreases 
4.8% for each 

additional 
kilometer 
walked.



Public health

Source: CDC (2013)
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Impact on Communities of Color

Past Transportation Practices Have Created Disproportionate 
Health Impacts on Disadvantaged Communities:

• Nationwide, 61% of African American children, 67% of Asian American 
children, and 69% of Latino children live in areas that exceed air quality 
standards for ozone, compared with 50.8% of white children. 

• Hispanics suffer a pedestrian death rate 62% higher than non-Hispanic 
whites, and African Americans have an even higher rate at almost 70% 
compared to non-Hispanic whites.



Transportation Choice: What We Build



OVERTOWN 
(Miami, 
Florida)

Transportation Equity: Where We Build



Without Reform



Without Reform



We do not just have a 
funding problem

We have a 
policy problem

Transportation Authorization





37 states saw an 
increase in the 
percentage of 
roads in poor 
condition between 
2009 - 2017

REPAIR PRIORITIES 2019



REPAIR PRIORITIES 2019

Between 2009-2017, the full public road network has grown by 
223,494 lane-miles...

… that’s 
enough to 
drive across 
the U.S. 

83 times





Roadway users outside of vehicles account for an 
increasing share of roadway fatalities

Over the last two 
decades, the percentage 
of roadway fatalities 
occurring outside the 
vehicle—including 
pedestrians, pedal 
cyclists, and 
motorcyclists—has risen 
from 20% to 34%

Source: FHWA







Congestion As A Flawed Measure of Success



Adding capacity is failing to produce results





Why is congestion growing?



The way we build communities creates congestion 



House INVEST Act Vs. Senate ATIA





State of play

● House passed INVEST Act, 5-year authorization

● Senate EPW Committee passed highway title last July – mostly status quo
○ No other Senate Committee has acted, and nothing is scheduled

● No plan to fund a long-term bill

● Congress is running out of time, reauthorization unlikely to pass
○ Other pressing issues

○ Election season



● Ideas and policies for the next transportation bill are taking shape, so 
we need to be engaged now.

● A transportation bill is unlikely to pass before presidential election (too 
many obstacles).

● The advocacy we do now influences the starting point for 2021.

● Shifting the conversation away from funding and onto policy will be 
challenging but remains achievable.
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